PREFACE

heroic turn herself. Women, for the sake of their children and
parents, submit to slaveries and prostitutions that no unattached
woman would endure.

This was the beginning and the end of the objection of Jesus
to marriage and family ties, and the explanation of his conception
of heaven as a place where there should be neither marrying nor
giving in marriage. Now there is no reason to suppose that when
he said this he did not mean it. He did not, as St Paul did after-
wards in his name, propose celibacy as a rule of life; for he was
not a fool, nor, when he denounced marriage, had he yet come
to believe, as St Paul did, that the end of the world was at hand
and there was therefore no more need to replenish the earth.
He must have meant that the race should be continued without
dividing with women and men the allegiance the individual owes
to God within him. This raises the practical problem of how we
are to secure the spiritual freedom and integrity of the priest and
the nun without their barrenness and uncompleted experience.
Luther the priest did not solve the problem by marrying a nun:
he only testified in the most convincing and practical way to the
fact that celibacy was a worse failure than marriage.

WHY JESUS DID NOT MARRY

To all appearance the problem oppresses only a few exceptional
people. Thoroughly conventional women married to thoroughly
conventional men should not be conscious of any restriction:
the chain not only leaves them free to do whatever they want to
do, but greatly facilitates their doing it. To them an attack on
marriage is not a blow struck in defence of their freedom but at
their rights and privileges. One would expect that they would
not only demur vehemently to the teachings of Jesus in this
matter, but object strongly to his not having been a married man
himself. Even those who regard him as a god descended from his
throne in heaven to take on humanity for a time might reasonably
declare that the assumption of humanity must have been in-
complete at its most vital point if he were a celibate. But the facts
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